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WHY DO WE USE THE TERM
AAPT?

e In 1978, Congress passed resolution to establish an
“Asian/Pacific American Heritage Week”
e Gained more popularity in the 1980s/90s

e “Pacific Islanders were too small of a group in the mind of

key decision-makers to report separately,” - UCLA professor
Paul Ong. Meant to combine forces

e US Census from 1960-1990, NHPI grouped with Asians

e Shared experiences with colonialism, regional ties




WHY AAPI?

Positives:

e Solidarity and power in numbers
e Political significance - a way for Native Hawaiians and Pacific Islanders to
access resources
Negatives:
e Erases distinct Native Hawaiian Pacific Islander identity
e Data does not reflect disparities and inequities between AA and Pls
e Perpetuates AAPI as monolith

“ARE YOU JUST USING US IN NAME, OR DO YOU COVER US
IN A MEANINGFUL FASHION?”




“THE TERM ‘AAPT GIVES THE APPEARANCE OF BEING
INCLUSIVE OF PACIFIC ISLANDERS, BUT IF PACIFIC
TISLANDERS ARE NOT ACTUALLY REPRESENTED,
THEN IT'S NOT INCLUSIVE.” (ANITA HOFSCHNEIDER,

INDIGENOUS AFFAIRS |

REPORTE

R AT GRIST)

“OUR RACE IS DEEPLY SHAPED BY CONTINUED
COLONIZATION AND MILITARIZATION, AND THEY
AREN'T NECESSARILY KEY ISSUES FOR THE ASIAN

AMERICAN COMMUNITY..FOR MANY PACIFIC
TSLANDERS, AMERICA HAPPENED WITHOUT OUR
CONSENT.” (TAVAE SAMUELU, EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR OF
EMPOWERING PACIFIC TISLANDER COMMUNITIES)



https://www.anitahofschneider.com/

WHO IS NHPT?
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Table 1.
Detailed Native Hawaiian and Other Pacific Islander Groups: 2010 and 2020
Percent change,
2010 2020 2010 to 2020
Detailed group Alone or Alone or Alone or
in any in any in any
Alone | combination Alone | combination Alone | combination
Polynesiah ;. ceveveerr e es wanmen: X X 401,659 988,519 x X
Coolk:lslander s ivisiiivainm i i X X 100 545 X X
Easterlslander ..............coov... X X 55 208 X X
French Polynesian.................. X X 207 754 X X
MEOH T e o L e R X X 1,034 7.664 X X
Mative Hawaiian .. ................. 156,146 527,077 199,880 680,442 28.0 29.1
L =T | T S e X X 126 569 X X
RetUMman: | i ihae s by e X X 81 377 X X
VRTINS T 109,637 184,440 133,148 256,997 21.4 39.3
Tahitian: oo sosnemrorman i 966 5,062 882 7,935 -8.7 56.8
Tokelauan s 107 925 44 1,207 -58.9 30.5
o TETIEIYETT - [ Ry 41,219 57,183 48,536 78,871 17.8 37.9
B TV A BN e R A SR X X 132 399 X X
Wallisian and Futunan. ............. X x 8 56 X X
Other Polynesian' ................. 3,238 9,153 2,534 9,092 -21.7 =Q.7
Micronesian X X 197,723 298,892 X X
Caralinian: «oozess s mernr e sz v 254 521 531 1,366 109.1 162.2
Chamorro?. . ...t ent 88,310 147,798 70,704 143,947 -19.9 -2.6
y Chuukese. ... ... . . 2,650 4,211 10,500 12,464 206.2 196.0
Eut;r . . GUIAMANIAN 5 s o i e s s X X 10,583 24,279 X X
-Kiribati....... .o 185 401 291 831 57.3 107.2
KOSFABaN .. .ot e 487 906 1,644 2,148 237.6 137.1
I RERTRESE . oo e e 19,841 22,434 47,300 52,624 138.4 134.6
1= L0 | 8= e s e e X X 23 68 X X
Northern Mariana Islander . ......... 187 391 247 553 32.1 41.4
Palauan.: .o ssmsarensmrsmm o s 4,851 7,450 7,431 12,202 53.2 63.8
Pohnpelani:iwee s dvasa v 1,012 2,060 3,809 4,918 276.4 138.7
SAlPDANESE s e R B R AR 405 1,031 514 1,143 26.9 10.9
N A S s s P s e 509 1,018 1,321 2,066 159.5 102.9
Other Micronesian® . ............... 22,874 29,112 40,078 45,364 75.2 55.8
MEIEAESIEN vowin i v vimam i X X 37,217 57,112 X X
IR o o e S A S T S 24,629 32,304 36,285 54,006 47 .3 67.2
New Caledonian. . ................. X X 91 265 X X
i (k= L1 [= 110 R 45 91 101 262 124.4 187.9
Papua New GQuinean ............... 233 416 568 1,453 143.8 249.3
Solomon lslander. . ................ 60 122 96 220 60.0 80.3
Other Melanesian* . . ............... 100 222 126 937 26.0 3221
Other Native Hawaiian and Other
Pacific Islander, not specified® ... . ... 43,931 240,179 48,061 261,391 9.4 8.8




NHPT IN NY

From 2000 to 2017, the Native NHPI Population
.o . (o Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 2020 Decennial Census, Table P1.
Hawaiian and Pacific Islander
nHPis Alone [N L0.815

(NHPI) population in NYC
grew by 25% to 4’400‘ *data for NY state

2021 ACS: Over

Largest NHPI groups in the US (2020): 11,000 NHPI in
. Native Hawaiian (43%) Bronx, Brooklyn,
2. Samoan (16.2%) and Queens
3. Chamorro (9.1%)




NHPT IN NY

Income below 200% of
the federal poverty level

APl Overall 40%
NYC Overall 39%

Indian | =4
Bangladeshi 58%
Pakistani 55%

U-SA

Chinese

Korean | N 33

Japanese NN 23%
U-EA 26%
Fitipino - | N 20%
Vietnamese [N 33%

U-SEA 279
Fo NHP 45%
U-NS 41%

Source: NYC ACS 2013-2017
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On a state and federal level, NHPI have higher uninsured rates, higher

poverty rates, and lower levels of educational attainment than their

+

white counterparts.




NHPT ADVOCACY IN NY

e Te Ao Mana - Polynesian org focused on community

building, cultural showcases/advocacy, and

native/indigenous alliances

e Halawai - Native Hawaiian volunteer-run nonprofit, focuses

on funding and cultural gatherings/workshops

e Utopia NYC - Pacific Islander LGBTQ community,
participates in Pride parade

e NAPAWEF New York Chapter- AAPI Feminist org,

reproductive justice, research and civic engagement

e National CAPACD - focus on economic justice, data and

research, policy advocacy



https://www.teaomana.org/home-1
http://www.halawai.org/
https://utopianyc.org/
https://napawf.org/
https://www.nationalcapacd.org/

POLICY PRIORITIES

Data collection, disaggregating and expansion of racial
subgroups

Elevating NHPIs to federal advisory committees

Education: address disparities (particularly in higher ed),
cultural competency, translation

Housing: Anti-displacement, tenant rights, rental assistance
Health: increase research on NHPI health issues, expand
Federally Qualified Health Centers

Immigration: 4% of Pls in the US are foreign-born

Tourism in Hawaii - “Hula Marketing”



TAKEAWAYS
SN
e Lack of data on NHPIs in New York (city and state) 4+
o often grouped together with Asian Americans
e Difficulty finding NHPI serving/led nonprofits
© some organizations use the “AAPI” label without actually
addressing Pacific Islander issues
e Pacific Islanders see value in AAPI label, but don’t feel
represented or connected to Asian Americans

o Performative

e NHPI is invisible, misconception that they are not present in

New York (over 40,000 NHPI in the state)




HOW DOES AAF FIT IN?

\

e Mindful and deliberate language. AAF’s languaging: Asian American,
Pan-Asian
e AAF’s access to spaces: naming NHPI’s or giving a seat at the table
o “l'would like to see us championing each other, rather than feeling
like there’s a limited amount of space for Asian Americans and
Pacific Islanders” - Jessica Hilo, Native Hawaiian
4+ AAPI coalition, EBC - how are NHPIs represented?
e Outreach to Pacific Islander orgs
o NHPI nonprofit presence in NY is small, AAF can provide/connect
them to resources
e Coverage of Pl issues, stories, and culture

e |[ntentionality about solidarity




RESOURCES:

)

e UCLA NHPI Data Policy Lab

e Report: AANHPIs in the Northeast (2013)

e Report: Health of Asians and Pacific Islanders in NYC (202l) +
e NBC: How Pacific Islanders Are Forgotten in AAPI Coverage

e Vox: The inadequacy of the term “Asian American”

e EPIC: NHPI Policy Platform Blueprint (2020)

e National CAPACD 2023-2024 Policy Agenda

e Essay: Tourism’s Negative Impact on Native Hawaiians



https://healthpolicy.ucla.edu/our-work/nhpi-data-policy-lab
https://www.advancingjustice-aajc.org/sites/default/files/2016-09/A%20Community%20of%20Contrasts_Northeast.pdf
https://www.nyc.gov/assets/doh/downloads/pdf/episrv/asian-pacific-islander-health-2021.pdf
https://nbcuacademy.com/pacific-islanders-aapi-aanhpi/
https://www.vox.com/identities/22380197/asian-american-pacific-islander-aapi-heritage-anti-asian-hate-attacks
https://drive.google.com/file/d/16UmcINx1P5tz3N2WFOErwGevwXJc_qi9/view
https://www.nationalcapacd.org/2023-2024-policy-action-agenda/
https://mphawaii.tripod.com/Tourism/TourismsNegativeImpact.htm




