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In 1978, Congress passed resolution to establish an
“Asian/Pacific American Heritage Week”
Gained more popularity in the 1980s/90s
“Pacific Islanders were too small of a group in the mind of
key decision-makers to report separately,” - UCLA professor
Paul Ong. Meant to combine forces
US Census from 1960-1990, NHPI grouped with Asians
Shared experiences with colonialism, regional ties

Why do we use the term
AAPI?



why aapi?
Positives:

Solidarity and power in numbers
Political significance - a way for Native Hawaiians and Pacific Islanders to
access resources

Negatives:
Erases distinct Native Hawaiian Pacific Islander identity
Data does not reflect disparities and inequities between AA and PIs
Perpetuates AAPI as monolith

“Are you just using us in name, or do you cover us
in a meaningful fashion?”



“The term ‘AAPI’ gives the appearance of being
inclusive of Pacific Islanders, But if Pacific
Islanders are not actually represented,
then it’s not inclusive.” (Anita Hofschneider,
Indigenous Affairs reporter at Grist)

“Our race is deeply shaped by continued
colonization and militarization, and they

aren’t necessarily key issues for the Asian
American community...For many Pacific

Islanders, America happened without our
consent.” (Tavae Samuelu, executive director of

Empowering Pacific Islander Communities)

https://www.anitahofschneider.com/


Who is NHPI?



From 2000 to 2017, the Native
Hawaiian and Pacific Islander
(NHPI) population in NYC

grew by 25% to 4,400. 

NHPI in NY

Largest NHPI groups in the US (2020):
Native Hawaiian (43%)1.

Samoan (16.2%)2.
Chamorro (9.1%)3.

2021 ACS: Over
11,000 NHPI in

Bronx, Brooklyn,
and Queens

*data for NY state



NHPI in NY

Source: NYC ACS 2013-2017 On a state and federal level, NHPI have higher uninsured rates, higher
poverty rates,  and lower levels of educational attainment than their

white counterparts.



Te Ao Mana - Polynesian org focused on community
building, cultural showcases/advocacy, and
native/indigenous alliances 
Hālāwai - Native Hawaiian volunteer-run nonprofit, focuses
on funding and cultural gatherings/workshops
Utopia NYC - Pacific Islander LGBTQ community,
participates in Pride parade
NAPAWF New York Chapter- AAPI Feminist org,
reproductive justice, research and civic engagement
National CAPACD - focus on economic justice, data and
research, policy advocacy

NHPI Advocacy in Ny

https://www.teaomana.org/home-1
http://www.halawai.org/
https://utopianyc.org/
https://napawf.org/
https://www.nationalcapacd.org/


Policy Priorities

Data collection, disaggregating and expansion of racial
subgroups
Elevating NHPIs to federal advisory committees
Education: address disparities (particularly in higher ed),
cultural competency, translation 
Housing: Anti-displacement, tenant rights, rental assistance
Health: increase research on NHPI health issues, expand
Federally Qualified Health Centers
Immigration: 14% of PIs in the US are foreign-born 
Tourism in Hawaii - “Hula Marketing”



Takeaways

Lack of data on NHPIs in New York (city and state)
often grouped together with Asian Americans 

Difficulty finding NHPI serving/led nonprofits
some organizations use the “AAPI” label without actually
addressing Pacific Islander issues

Pacific Islanders see value in AAPI label, but don’t feel
represented or connected to Asian Americans

Performative
NHPI is invisible, misconception that they are not present in
New York (over 40,000 NHPI in the state)



How does AAF fit in?

Mindful and deliberate language. AAF’s languaging: Asian American,
Pan-Asian
AAF’s access to spaces: naming NHPI’s or giving a seat at the table

 “I would like to see us championing each other, rather than feeling
like there’s a limited amount of space for Asian Americans and
Pacific Islanders” - Jessica Hilo, Native Hawaiian

AAPI coalition, EBC - how are NHPIs represented?
Outreach to Pacific Islander orgs

NHPI nonprofit presence in NY is small, AAF can provide/connect
them to resources

Coverage of PI issues, stories, and culture
Intentionality about solidarity 



Resources:

UCLA NHPI Data Policy Lab
Report: AANHPIs in the Northeast (2013)
Report: Health of Asians and Pacific Islanders in NYC (2021)
NBC: How Pacific Islanders Are Forgotten in AAPI Coverage
Vox: The inadequacy of the term “Asian American”
EPIC: NHPI Policy Platform Blueprint (2020)
National CAPACD 2023-2024 Policy Agenda
Essay: Tourism’s Negative Impact on Native Hawaiians

https://healthpolicy.ucla.edu/our-work/nhpi-data-policy-lab
https://www.advancingjustice-aajc.org/sites/default/files/2016-09/A%20Community%20of%20Contrasts_Northeast.pdf
https://www.nyc.gov/assets/doh/downloads/pdf/episrv/asian-pacific-islander-health-2021.pdf
https://nbcuacademy.com/pacific-islanders-aapi-aanhpi/
https://www.vox.com/identities/22380197/asian-american-pacific-islander-aapi-heritage-anti-asian-hate-attacks
https://drive.google.com/file/d/16UmcINx1P5tz3N2WFOErwGevwXJc_qi9/view
https://www.nationalcapacd.org/2023-2024-policy-action-agenda/
https://mphawaii.tripod.com/Tourism/TourismsNegativeImpact.htm
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